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FIG. 1 



100 Determining if a fast format 

indicator has been set for the data 
storage medium 



If the fast format indicator is set, 
then writing initially to any region 
of the data storage medium that will 
be read during initialization of the 

array of data storage medium, 
wherein a set of blocks to be written 
during the writing step is greater 
than or equal to a maximum read 
size 
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Determining a maximum read size for a storage system 
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Determining if a fast format indicator has been set 
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If the fast format indicator is set, then writing initially to 
any blocks of the data storage medium that will be read 
during initialization of the array of data storage medium 
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Changing the fast format indicator 
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Now obey a write-before-read model which requires 
writes to be greater than, or equal to the maximum read 
size 
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FIG. 4 




Drive is properly 
formatted and can 
read the metadata 



Error 
condition 



Error 
condition 
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Enable fast 
format bit 
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This could be 
one operation 



Change block 
size to 520. 



Send format 
unit command 
to drive 



yes 



Write meta data 
to drive 



Disable fast 
format bit 
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